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USMAA Centre - Letters to Councils

Aak dear USMAA Members,

As an update to the 'USMAA Centre Project' and 'The Plan' (currently saved in the USMAA
website) the MC has applied to the following five (5) councils seeking a land to lease or a property
with a building.

Monash City Council
Knox City Council
Dandenong City Council
Casey City Council
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Kingston City Council

You may have realised by now that we would have had many plans and many attempts by
previous committees, who relentlessly pursued this dream for the past 30 years, but every time it
is a new process, a bit like a stop-start as none of those attempts are recorded or passed through,
or at least | cannot find them in the folder (SharePoint) that gets passed on from committee to

committee.

Our philosophy under USMAA 2.0 is "not how a single committee delivers on this project, but how
multiple committees, year on year builds on the one project" IA. This is not about a single point of

glory, but collective glory as one community.

| have therefore saved all the correspondence to the USMAA Centre page in our website, so that

future committees can pick on where we have left off, IA.



| have also attached a sample letter that we sent to the the Monash City Council, that the

Secretary drafted for me. Therefore, if you have any contacts within these councils, please try to

influence it as you will not only have the gratitude of a whole community, but also from Allah.

Jzk,.Falih Shums

United Sri Lankan Muslim Association of Australia Inc
PO Box 5194 Brandon Park Victoria 3150
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28 April 2021

Property Depanment
Leasing and Licensing Paolicy
Manash City Council

283 Springvale Road

Glen Waverley

Daar Sinfiadam,

gase of @ Suitable Land or Property for 8 Commuenity Cenlre

The United Sri Lanka Muslirm Association of Australia was established 30 years ago by Muslim Sri Lankan
migrants to keep the community spirt alive through chariiabla programs, fundraisers and event organisation.
USMAA now consists of mainly second and third genaration Australian Muslims who identify Sri Lanka as the
nation of heritage. USMAA is also proud to say that we have mambers whe are of non-S1i Lankan heritage.

USMAA has been blessed to hira [via an in-kind Hall Grant) the Mulgrave Community Cenire for almast all of
fis events and funciions. Unfortunately, the: grant amcunt allows for only 10 events for the calendar year. In
the past, this has been sufficiant & meel our regquiremeants. However, with the growth of our community and
the change in the composition of aur membership, our focus and requirements have also dversified. We are
meaving away from simply being an event- based association to one that wants 1o shkape our community to be
an infegral part of the Australian fabric,

Thig was the [mention behind the launch of USMAA 2.0 recendly, 3 concept that resssessas our cbligation o
the wider community. To this end, we have identified Lhe following areas of focus geing forward:

«  Youlh formulate a series of workshops focusing on sensitive matters retating to the youth, Gur aim is
to provide guidance ta youth and prevent them fram being swayed In to anti-social behaviour by
building 8 support network far tham to rely an

« Primsry and secondary school children of our memibers: host monthly @vants that will foster their
idantity as Australian Muslims. Identity crisis is an issue facing our children today. Hence, catering for
evants with this facus will help in preventing many issues that & plaguing our youth today. In addition,
general evenis fike debafing workshops, creative writing workshops etc will also be conductad ta
boost the scademic and general profile of the children in the community esgpecially those unable to
avail of paid workshops of this nalure

+ Senigrs: enable the seniors to meet regularly as a group to promote their oversll well-being.
Depression, family viclence and lack of social intesaction have been identified as main issues to
address for this section of our membesship. Our Positive Ageing Subcommittes is keen to host regular
catch-ups aimed at providing an opportunity for the senions to congregate

« \Wormen MProviding 8 safo outict to meot other ke minded Muslim wemen ragularty through activites
thal are of interest to them e.g. counselling for violence against women, make-up tips, talks on
menopause/post-natal depression elc.

«  Family spansar. be able to sponsor @ handful of struggling families in Melbourne with the member
subscription funds

s+ Homeless projects: curtantly our membership donates foodstuff st every physical event. The
banagament Commitiee then donates these to the homelegs people (cudrently channelled thraugh
Comersione Contact Centre in Dandenong). Qur aim is 1o expand this ta a weekly exercise invalving
feading the Homeless. ie. Soup kitchan

» Ad hoc charitable avenis: |nitiate mare fundraising events ke the Covid19 assistance program wiich
raised funds m-excess of 510k 1o aid the struggling international students and the Bushfire
Fundraising dinners bo agsist communities impacted

« Owersess chariies: Continue o identfy and assis! projects based in Sri Lanka similar to the
assistance extended through our recent projects like the War Widows in Sri Lanka
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«  Dther gommunities Celsbrate our differences and alse what Binds us together as Australians in joint
programs, We are in favour of renting out our community centre to athers at nominal chargas.

«  Celebrating diversity. USMAA would ke stock @ small library, open to the public with literature on aur
religion, culture and traditions 1o educate the public, similar to "open Mosque cays’

Qur current operating sysiem of hiring the Mulgrave Community Cantre for 10 tmes in & calendar year will ot
enable us to meet the needs of the varous segments of our membership as detaled above. A Community
Cantra 1o call our own, which can be used by the different segments to host events and activities to mest the
needs of each of our membera is our dream. It will provide & safe kaven far cur youth, children, seniors,
wamen and the mainstrazm membarship o meet regularly witheut any restrictions

Theredore, we humbly request you to assist us in lbeating & sunatle Council cwned kand to lease whera we
could build & community centre or lease one of the Council’s bulldings for this purpose

LISMAR is willing to kook al all types of properties, be it derelict or asbestos [aden, where we could either !
renovate ar build to our needs. If bullding, we have concapt plans i oceupy foughly a 300 g, meter footprint
for our purposas (16m by 20m},

Kindly visit our website www USMAS org. su = "Aboul us' 1o understand our
«  Vigion - To positively represent the Victoran S Lenkan — Australian Muslim community and 1o
support owr communily ta be upstanding Australisn citizens
»  Migsion - Partner with athar interfaith cammunities and Australian localisiatefederal govarnment
agencies to promote intercultural relationships
+  Waluas - We are part of the community :
¥ We are par of the Australian community and we endure logether with Australia
#» 'Wa appreciate and respect all cultures and ethnicites

ar for any general community service activities we are invelved in, be it the:
+  Charities page

Trades paga

Matrimaonial page

Chituaries pags

Mentorship program.

Mesw migrant and international student asssiance program

USMAA is happy to sit with the Cauncil and welgh in verious options that would benefit the Couneil and us
alike.

Wae look farward lo & favourable response from you al your earliesl convenignce
Thark yau b
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MOE: 0432217913
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Haon Brian Litthe
Haon Danial Andrews
Hon Jason Yood
Han Julian Hill
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