Minutes of USMAA SGM held on the  8th of August 2010

Chair: Interim President (Fahmi Haniffa)

Venue: Glen Waverley Community Centre, Waverley Rd. 

In the absence of an appointed secretary, VP Nazeem took over the secretarial duties for the meeting.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by interim president Fahmi Haniffa.

The proceedings started with the recitation of verses from The Quran by Ali Haniffa. 

The agenda was duly adopted by the house followed by Interim president’s address to the gathering.

Interim President welcomed the audience and expressed his gratitude for being present to elect the next management committee. He explained the current crucial situation USMAA is facing as the committee was not formed at the last AGM due to poor turn out by members. He noted that USMAA is serving our community for last 20 years and we now need to plan our strategy for next 20 years with a clear vision and objectives for the benefit of our community. He pointed out that the members are the most important element of any association and need to address their concerns and expectations with a view to increase their participation in all endeavors of the association. He reminded the fact that the management committee is doing everything on a voluntary basis sacrificing their time and effort for the sake of Almighty Allah.

He requested volunteers to come forward and take over the leadership and also mentioned that USMAA is not a president-centric but, a committee-centric association. All are part of the community even the committee members. He urged recent arrivals and the youth to take responsibility in the committee.  He also, hinted at the older members not to under estimate anyone’s potential. He said strength is with all – old, new and the young. He suggested that it would be a good idea if we can combine the AGM with another popular event in the future and also, send out the AGM related reports in advance to members. He also, appreciated that many of our youth are actively participating in other associations and reminded that they should not forget their own community. 

He requested the new committee to focus on the objectives and ensure leadership succession is well planned in the future. 

With this note, he opened the floor for any comments and suggestions at about 7:20 pm.

The chronological order of audience voice:

1. Aqa Tokhi – Said many years ago there was a structure where area coordinators were appointed to approach the people and involve them in USMAA activities which was very effective and suggested the new committee to reintroduce it.

2. Deen Mohamed – expressed that the non-participation of youth in USAMAA activities is due to the difference in values between the old and the young. Suggested new committee to involve more young people.

3. Asadh – Issues in the past kept the youth away, need to find a way to bring them all back. We don’t worry much about the future of our younger generation. This is the only forum to teach our children our values and culture. He commented the work done by Janaza Committee particularly, when a Pakistani person passed away and they were there to help with the Janaza formalities.

4. Ritzvi – Mentioned one of the reasons for the youth not participating is criticism from the older members. They were involved during the Tsunami period and did a tremendous job. He said to think about the wider community. Said it’s time for new people to come forward as most of the senior people now deserve a break. He also, mentioned that it’s not that there are no leaders but, this is an opportunity offered to the new people to take over. He said, USMAA is highly regarded and recognized outside as one of the multicultural associations and wanted to continue the same.

5. Shimal – Said to form a team facilitating new thinking coming from new people with the support structure from the older people. He also mentioned that in certain situations when an idea is put forward, focus not on the idea but, on the person.  He suggested the new committee to encourage ideas and opinions from the members.

6. Fahmi – Suggested that procedures should be put in place and documented for the smooth transition of roles when the committees change.

7. Ritzvi – mentioned that USMAA members’ participation in other Islamic Forum activities is very poor and noted shocking participation in the Melbourne Uni event.

8. Sithy – expressed her concerns that for the last 20 years USMAA was in good form. Recognised the committees had strengths and weaknesses. Have good projects like Janaza committee. USMAA is like her baby and hoped it will move forward serving our community.

9. Fareeda – suggested VP to take up the Presidents role to solve the current crisis.

10. Rizana – pointed out that highly valuable resources are under utilized and many accomplished women hold various positions elsewhere. Ladies night proved the success women working together. Requested support from men to promote women’s participation.

11. Shimal – suggested developing a strategy to attract youth participation. Hand over the responsibility of organizing and hosting certain functions to them and others to support and participate. We need to listen to people, conduct different activities in different suburbs. It shouldn’t be only meeting and eating. We get a chance to meet people only during these activities. Stressed the blame game should stop and start a new era, it’s irrelevant who is the president.

12. Imthiyas – Requested not to harp on the past. Let’s stand united for the sake of the community.

13. Eddie – requested to conduct certain activities in other languages Tamil / Sinhala, said Janaza procedures are available in all 3 languages. Past committees have done a good job and not to finger point at anyone.

14. Ritzvi – mentioned the SL community is growing and those people on the other side of the city are building a Mosque. Need to join hands with other SL organizations to conduct functions.

15. Dilroshan – Most of the new members don’t know other members by name. Western suburb don’t know the Southern or Northern suburb people. Requested to regularly announce the new members joining and have a formal introduction.

16. Salahudeen (Ungi) – Mentioned that some youth has come forward to participate and requested the old not to interfere. There are many people helping us on the behind the scenes and need to appreciate there work.

17. Najeeb – Mentioned last years subscription collected was $ 5,300. Lot of people express concern about the function fees, they are willing to pay the subs.

18. Ritzvi – mentioned we conduct many activities with grants. It’s important to keep the grants come in.

19. Deen Mohamed – suggested that now we appoint the new committee.

20. Nazeem – expressed his willingness to continue as the VP for this year as he has arrived in Australia recently and wanted to familiarize with the local processes and formalities. He noted that USMAA has lot of potential and passionate people to grow it’s profile  and support our community here as well as back home. Requested to appoint a committee to turn a new chapter in USMAA’s life.

With the above comments and suggestions acting president requested the audience to appoint the new committee and first to fill in the President’s position. As no body came forward to take this position voluntarily, Bro Ritzvi proposed Fahmi Haniffa to continue as the president. Haniffa (Tota) seconded. Due to the request from majority Fahmi Haniffa accepted the offer to continue.

Secretary :  Rizana Zubair – proposed by Sis Sithy + Seconded by Sis Farah.

Asst Secretary: Asadh – Proposed by Fahmi + Seconded by Najeeb

Committee members: (agreed voluntarily)

· Shimal Zackariya

· Dilroshan Mohamed

· Mohamed Fayaz Zulfick

· Mohamed Azam Kassim

· Abdullah Mohamed.

Editor & Webmaster – Hamzi Muhammed

Auditor – Fazlun Haris

 Rizana suggested another Lady to be appointed to the committee. Subsequently,  Nizra Haniffa was proposed by Fahmi and Seconded by Aqa.

Fahme A – pointed out that Asst Treasurer was appointed during the last AGM and he should be included in the committee. Interim president mentioned that the person concerned is not willing to take up the role and he is currently abroad. It was agreed that a written confirmation will be sought upon his arrival.

All appointed committee members agreed to play their respective roles to keep USMAA’s flag fly high.

Vote of Thanks : Proposed by the new president.

The meeting was adjourned with Dua approx at 8:15 pm and followed by Dinner.

